Cumberland County Surrogate’s Court
DOUGLAS M. RAINEAR 60 W. BROAD STREET ISABELLA A. GAROFOLA, ESQ
. BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY 08302 Ll
Phone: (856) 453-4800
Fax: (856) 451-7356

PROBATE INFORMATION

To begin a court action in Probate, certain pleadings must be filed which outline
the nature of the problem and the relief sought. The pleadings also give notice of
the action to other interested persons. This package seeks to outline the process
and provide basic forms to follow. The attached forms are samples only. They
include a Complaint with Verification, Order to Show Cause, Certification, Proof
of Service and a Judgment. Please read the court rules provided and the forms
carefully before preparing your pleading package. File an original and one copy of
the pleading package with the Surrogate’s Court. Please note: the staff is not
permitted to offer legal advice to you. Please consult with an attorney.

Filing Fees:
Probate Complaint: $175.00
Checks are made payable to: “Cumberland County Surrogate”

Once the pleading package is filed with the Surrogate’s Office, the Order to Show
Cause will be presented to a Judge for signing. A “filed” copy will be returned to
you for service.

1. A copy of the “filed” pleading package must be served by certified mail, return
receipt requested, and regular mail on all persons having an interest in the Estate.

2. You must prove to the Court that service was made by filing with the Court a
Proof of Service Affidavit, including the green, return receipt cards. before the
hearing.

3. You must also provide the Court with a proposed form of Judgment. It must
be completed and filed with the Surrogate at least one (1) week before the hearing
date.

Thank you.
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